
EXTRACTS FROM THE STOCK THEFT ACT, (ACT 59 of 1959) 

 

2 Failure to give satisfactory account of possession of stock or produce 

Any person who is found in possession of stock or produce in regard to which there is 

reasonable suspicion that it has been stolen and is unable to give a satisfactory account of such 

possession shall be guilty of an offence. 
 
3 Absence of reasonable cause for believing stock or produce properly acquired 

 

(1) Any person who in any manner, otherwise than at a public sale, acquires or receives into 

his or her possession from any other person stolen stock or stolen produce without having 

reasonable cause for believing, at the time of such acquisition or receipt, that such stock or 

produce is the property of the person from whom he or she acquires or receives it or that such 

person has been duly authorized by the owner thereof to deal with it or dispose of it shall be 

guilty of an offence. 
 

(2) In the absence of evidence to the contrary which raises a reasonable doubt, proof of 

possession as contemplated in subsection (1) shall be sufficient evidence of the absence of 

reasonable cause. 
[S. 3 substituted by s. 2 of Act 55 of 2002.] 

 
4 Entering enclosed land or kraal, shed, stable or other walled place with intent to 

steal stock or produce 
 

(1) Any person who in any manner enters any land enclosed on all sides with a sufficient 

fence or any kraal, shed, stable or other walled place with intent to steal any stock or produce 

on such land or in such kraal, shed, stable or other walled place, shall be guilty of an offence. 
 

(2) When any person is charged with a contravention of subsection (1) the onus shall be 

upon him to prove that he had no intention to steal any such stock or produce unless he was 

found proceeding along any road or thoroughfare traversing such land. 

 

9 Arrest and search without warrant 
 

(1) Any person may, without warrant, arrest any other person upon reasonable suspicion 

that such other person has committed the offence mentioned in section two or four. 
 

(2) Whenever any justice of the peace, policeman, or owner, lessee or occupier of land 

reasonably suspects that any person has in or under any receptacle or covering or in or upon 

any vehicle any stock or produce in regard to which an offence has been committed, such 

justice of the peace, policeman, owner, lessee or occupier may without warrant search such 

receptacle or vehicle and remove such covering, and if he thereupon finds any stock or 

produce in regard to which he reasonably suspects an offence to have been committed, he 

may without warrant arrest such person and seize such vehicle or receptacle and shall as soon 

as possible convey such person and the stock or produce so found and the vehicle or receptacle 

so seized to a police station or charge office. 



10  Malicious arrest and search 
 

(1) Any person who, under colour of this Act, wrongfully and maliciously or without 

probable cause arrests any other person or effects any search shall be guilty of an 

offence. 
 

(2) On any charge under this section the onus of proof that the arrest or search which 

is the subject of the charge was not wrongful and malicious or without probable cause 

shall be upon the accused. 
 

(3) Nothing in this section contained shall be construed as taking away or diminishing 

any civil right or liability in respect of a wrongful or malicious arrest. 

 


